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First motocross spurs... 

MotoGP is heading through a curious testing and set¬ 
up phase that takes-in Malaysia, Australia and Qatar 
but MXGP is also negotiating a similar ‘warm-up’ period 
with winter-weather-beaten Internationals and domes¬ 
tic events. Shaun Simpson was a confident owner of the 
Hawkstone Park International ahead of works Kawasaki 
and Suzuki machinery. Clement Desalle and Ben Townley 
also made the podium as the hours tick away to Losail 
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Ready for Green...? 

The last weekend of February sees the launches of both 
MXGP and World Superbike for 2016. The road racing 
boys have pretty much ended their testing for the com¬ 
ing season and the reigning champions - who will again 
present their fresh colours in Barcelona this week - are in 
good shape. What will Tom Sykes have for Jonathan Rea 
in the second year of their term together on the ZX-10R? 
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The return...? 


Yamaha’s Jeremy Van Horebeek was overawed by new team¬ 
mate Romain Febvre in 2015 after his own landmark season 
the previous year. According to talk within the factory team 
- now backed by Monster Energy again - Van Horebeek is 
lighter, faster and mentally stronger; ready to emerge from the 
Frenchman’s shadow in 2016. Victory in the Italian Champion¬ 
ship and head-to-head in the points with Evgeny Bobryshev 
with one round to go the Belgian looks to be in promising for«n 
at this early stage of ‘16 


Photo by www.yamaha-racing.com 
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PHOENIX 

GLENDALE•FEBRUARY 6th\Rn 

450SX winner: Ken Roczen, Suzuki 

250SX West winner: Christian Craig, Honda ■ 
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START - RED BULL KTM'S RYAN DUNGEY COULDN'T GET AWAY AT 




THE FRONT ON THIS OCCASION IN PHOENIX - TO MAKE HIS BREAK 
FOR A FIFTH CAREER WIN IN THE PREMIER CLASS. 21 POINTS 
SPLIT THE FORMER TEAMMATES AT THE TOP OF THE STANDINGS 


* 
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By Steve Matthes, Photos by Simon Cudby 





It was a great layout with big whoops and a long 
start straight and with it being the same dirt as 
the old stadium, it got hard and slick as the night 
went on which made traction at a premium. It was 
180 degrees different in terms of the track surface 
from what the riders saw last weekend in Oakland. 


W ell, things just got a bit interesting in the 
Monster Energy Supercross series. After 
three weeks of racing we’d had dominat¬ 
ing rides by Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey and 
Yamalube/Star Yamaha’s Cooper Webb but the 
last couple of races have seen things shake up a 
bit. Webb’s mechanical issue at Oakland allowed 
Monster Pro Circuit’s Joey Savatgy to win and 
grab the points lead and this past weekend, Soar¬ 
ing Eagle’s RCH Suzuki Kenny Roczen finally took 
down the winning machine Dungey. I don’t think 
its ‘parity city’ yet in our series over here but hey, 
we’ll take it right? Let’s dive into Glendale and talk 
about what happened. 


First up, a new venue! After 15 years of visiting 
the baseball stadium in downtown Phoenix, the 
series moved about 30 min outside of the city to 
the suburb of Glendale and the football stadium. 

It was a bit risky for the promoters because a lot 
of people living around Phoenix consider trekking 
out to Glendale to be a bit much but to me, the 
crowd seemed as big as ever. The pits were much 
better than the old stadium and after four weeks 
of baseball venues, the track layout of the NFL 
ones is a welcome change. Also the track headed 
outside the stadium like the old US Open of SX 
days and it added enough seconds to the track to 
where the riders couldn’t get under a minute. 














Still just 21 Ken Roczen is arguably 
both the future and the present of 
the sport. Finally a win in 2016 and 
undoubtedly more to come while 
the speculation over his contract 
situation for 2017 is bound to build 
in the coming two months 







No chequered flag but Phoenix still 
saw a vintage performance from 
the champion. 21 podiums in a row 
now for Dungey and his late relega¬ 
tion of Eli Tomac for second place 
means 16 first or second positions 
on the bounce... 




As we mentioned, Kenny Roczen put his 
RMZ450 on top of the podium for the first 
time this year and became the third winner in 
five races this year. Roczen had a terrible time 
getting out front from the start at the first few 
races but the team worked on some clutch set¬ 
tings and release points a couple weeks ago 
and it seems to have worked. Roczen’s starts 
have been much better lately with a couple of 
third places the last two weeks. This week Dun- 
gey was around eleventh so it was imperative 
that Roczen get into the lead right away. And he 
did just that in passing BTOSports KTM’s Davi 
Millsaps and MCR’s Mike Alessi quickly. He was 
getting reeled in a bit by Monster Kawasaki’s 
Eli Tomac and then later Dungey but the win 
wasn’t ever in doubt and upon taking the check¬ 
ers moved into second in the points. 

Dungey for his part continued to show that 
he’s on another level to everyone by work¬ 
ing through the pack from a long way back to 
catch/pass/drop Tomac and then as we stated, 
make up some time on Roczen at the end. It 
was a tough track to make gains (with it being 
slippery) and early on he struggled a bit in the 
whoops but the second half of the race Ryan 
caught fire. The runner-up spot ended a three- 
race win streak but there’s no doubt he’ll prob¬ 
ably pick it back up next week unless the poor 
start in Glendale becomes a trend. 



Tomac scooped his first podium of the year but 
while being interviewed seemed like someone 
who had crashed out. Being caught from a ways 
back by the champ and then dropped made 
Eli pretty upset. But like almost every race this 
season for the #3, there was as much good in 
the main as there was bad. Tomac’s Main was 
initially very decent as he tracked Roczen down 
and got to within two seconds of the #94. The 
second half saw some mistakes and then Dun¬ 
gey moving on past. A podium is always good 
but why does this one feel different for a guy 
like Tomac? 

GEICO Honda’s Christian Craig took his first 
ever win in 250SX with a great ride in fending 
off Webb. Craig’s story is known by now; he had 
quit the sport for a couple of years and worked 
construction for his father-in-law who happens 
to be one of the co-owners of GEICO Honda. 
Craig’s family ties got him a spot as a fill-in 
last summer but his riding, rededication to the 
sport and talent kept him there for this year. 
Craig’s starts have been on point lately and al¬ 
though he was caught by Webb halfway through 
the main, he successfully fought the Yamaha 
rider off until Webb washed out a front end. 



Craig also re-signed with GEICO for another two 
years as well so he’s set to make this comeback 
something special if he manages to win more 
races and maybe a title. Attention team manag¬ 
ers: if you’re having trouble with a talented kid 
who just doesn’t get it or work that hard, get 
him a real job for six months and see if that 
doesn’t scare him fast. 




Not all was lost for Webb as he gained two 
points on Savatgy and tied the Kawasaki rider 
for the points lead. Webb’s still the class of the 
field and looks to be the favorite to win again 
but his DNF has given life to his competition. 
Webb’s also getting a bit of a reputation among 
his fellow riders and not a good one at that. 
Cooper lets his displeasure be known out on 
the track if another rider gets in his way on a 
fast qualifying lap and this weekend he simply 
rammed Pro Circuit’s Chris Alldredge off the 
track for what Webb felt was intentional play. 
There have been more than a few riders who 
aren’t happy with the #1 for that chip wedged 
on his shoulder and who knows, perhaps one 
of these riders affects Webb at a crucial time 
as he rips through the pack. 



Quietly there’s a nice story in the 450SX class 
brewing with BTOSports KTM’s Davi Millsaps. 
The #18 was once a front-runner in this class 
as recently as 2013 but since then he’s got¬ 
ten some injuries, had some ineffective years 
and even got fired from Monster Kawasaki last 
year for a WADA illegal substance found in his 
locker. Millsaps has missed more races than 
he’s lined up for recently but he’s on KTM now 
(Husqvarna being the only brand Millsaps has 
not raced for) and through five rounds, he’s 
been a surprise. Two heat race wins (one in 
Glendale) a couple of holeshots, some laps led 
and now, a top five. 



“It (2015) was by far the worst season of my 
career. I had a lot of health issues, but I defi¬ 
nitely feel okay now. I didn’t race at all in ’14 
and I only raced supercross in 13, so it’s been 
a really long time since I’ve been able to be 
up there and run that pace,” Millsaps told me 
after the race “I’m working on it. I’m getting 
my confidence back. There are some weekends 
where you just have that in your head where 
it’s like, ‘what the hell am I doing?’ But then 
you have the spurts where you’re going fast 
and you’re like, okay, well, if I can do it then I 
just got to get stronger.” 






Millsaps is walking a path of re¬ 
demption and continues to show, 
his fine supercross abilities. Fifth 
position in Glendale was his best 
of the year so far 










No podium chance for Reed in 
Phoenix and hardly a happy hunting 
ground for the Aussie but the Yama¬ 
ha man enjoyed showing off his new 
Fox lid and McGrath dedication 
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Fourth place for Jason Anderson 
means he and Dungey are still the 
only athletes with perfect top five 
regularity this season. The Husky 
rider is still looking to get back on 
the box since his sensational Ana¬ 
heim 1 victory and is keeping touch 
in the series standings. Roczen 








AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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CATCHING THE MILL... 


By Steve Matthes 

T here are a ton of riders whose contracts are 
up at the end of 2016 and I know it’s early 
but that doesn’t stop people from talking, and 
rumors are out there people. Let’s get to some 
of what’s ‘spinning’ in the pits as well as some¬ 
thing that I want to complain about... 

I’ve spoken with some people close to the situ¬ 
ation and it overwhelmingly appears that Kenny 
Roczen’s going to leave RCH Suzuki at the end 
of the year and move either to Honda or back 
to KTM. With Dungey and Tomac sewed up, it’s 
Roczen that is the big fish for 2017 and beyond 
and although I thought it would be a surprise 
to see Roczen back on orange, by all accounts 
harsh feelings have thawed and KTM would 
seem to be able to welcome back Kenny. Part 
of the problem with Kenny and KTM before was 
the presence of Kenny’s father around the races 
(RCH can also attest to this) and it seems that 
Roczen’s broken away from his dad a bit and so 
would welcome a return to KTM. 

Of course we’ve seen HRC step up in recent 
years and try to end Honda’s 450SX title 
drought and so the fact we hear they’re in deep 
talks with Roczen isn’t a surprise. And still in the 
rumor department, we hear Roczen’s looking 
for a five year deal so no matter what color he 
chooses he’ll be very rich and have a solid team 
for many years. 

Whether or not Roczen leaves RCH, we’ve heard 
that they’ve already inked a deal with two-time 
250MX champion Jeremy Martin to make his 
move to 450’s on yellow. This is an interesting 
signing for sure and one that could fly under 
the radar a bit but yet be a very good move for 
Jeremy and the team. 


We’ve all heard that Yamaha has inked Cooper 
Webb to join Chad Reed on the new factory 
Yamaha effort with Reed moving over to man¬ 
age in 2018 if, and that’s a big if, he decides to 
retire. Still with Yamaha, JGR’s contract with the 
blue crew is up and it will be interesting to see if 
they stay on Yamaha’s after seeing Webb wooed 
away by their partners. 

Another rumor is that we may see the #27 Nick 
Wey back on the track as a fill-in. A couple of 
teams have reached out to Nick to see if he’s in¬ 
terested in still racing and he had stayed pretty 
sharp since announcing that he wasn’t going to 
be racing this year once he couldn’t find funding 
to continue. Stay tuned as we might see one of 
the more popular riders in the pits start hitting 
triples once again. 

You guys ready for ‘Fork Wars: The Oil Contin¬ 
ues’? For a long time we had Honda and Su¬ 
zuki use Showa and Kawasaki and Yamaha use 
Kayaba. That was it: no changes and we were all 
happy and understood this fact. At some point 
Pro Circuit started using Showa’s way back in 
the day (and when you listen to Payton tell the 
story, Kawasaki almost fired them when they did 
that) then a few years ago Kawasaki switched 
from KYB to Showa, Honda put KYB’s on and 
with the introduction of air forks, everything was 
upside down. It was chaos! Everyone run for the 
hills! 

With the evolution of air forks it’s been pretty 
clear that the KYB system of having a traditional 
air chamber in each fork was highly preferred 
over the Showa SFF where oil and dampening 
are in one fork and air (or spring) are in the 
other. 




With KYB’s on, Canard’s results went through 
the roof, Tomac started doing better, Seely 
switched, Roczen switched at the Monster Cup 
and won. 

So we think KYB is better right? Well, not so 
fast. Rumors are there’s a new Showa fork that 
made its debut last weekend with James Stew¬ 
art, Wil Hahn and I think Blake Baggett. It’s still 
the one-sided SFF system but I’ve heard it’s 
more of a hybrid spring/air air fork. I’ve also 
heard that it’s awesome and the guys love it but 
my source may have been biased on this. One of 
the issues of the KYB’s is the air pressure (even 
with nitrogen used) goes up during the main 
event (but not nearly as much in motocross) 
and the rider starts noticing it riding high. This 
Showa fork has never had that problem. The 
hitch they did have though was the air pressure 
setting could never be right. Too little and it bot¬ 
tomed, too much and it felt like jackhammers. 

So with this hybrid fork we’re all back to loving 
Showa’s now I guess, as I heard that Stewart 
and Hahn absolutely loved the new fork. Stay 
tuned for episode #875 for Fork Wars in a cou¬ 
ple of months. 

Now the complaint: 

I don’t know exactly how to fix it but the 250SX 
class is again broken in America. The rules for 
eligibility have changed approximately 54 times 
since I came onto the circuit in 1996 but I know 
they’re wrong when top riders are openly telling 
me that they don’t want to win the title because 
they’ll have to move up and that will cost them 
money. 


As it is now a rider can win the title twice before 
being forced out OR if they have three years 
of experience in the class they have to move 
out after winning the title. And I think there is 
a 115 point limit three years in a row (in an 8 
race series) and then you have to move out. The 
point is there aren’t many guys moving out of 
the class unless they have to. Wil Hahn, Marvin 
Musquin and Justin Bogle all moved up but only 
because they won the title and had to. Martin 
Davalos, Kyle Cunningham, Zach Osborne, Tyler 
Bowers among others who are there year after 
year making a lot of money compared to a 10th 
to 15th place rider like, say, a Kyle Chisholm, 
and putting in half the effort in terms of their 
series. 

This needs to change in my opinion. I think the 
powers-that-be need to make the 250 class 
way less prestigious and force teams to field 
450 teams. The sport isn’t healthy enough in 
terms of riders salaries/team incomes to spread 
across three classes. Make the 450 class the 
premier class like FI, MotoGP and NASCAR. 

You have to be pretty die-hard to know what 
the feeder or lesser series are to the three I just 
named above right? 

I’m fine for the 250’s being treated equal in 
motocross but the teams are in this nuclear war 
for paying riders to bring home a regional title 
that it’s getting everything out of whack in terms 
of the sport in general. The original intent of the 
125SX East and West regions is so far-gone, it’s 
hardly recognizable at this point. 
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GENESIS OF THE GEAR: ANSWER 



By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 


What goes into creating the look and feel of motocross 
kit? We were invited to the creative hub of Answer in 


California to see how riding and racing gear makes it 
from the page to the pack and the dust of a track 


APPAREL 


APPEARING 






P ushing through the double doors of the 
modest Tucker Rocky building in Irvine, 
California a cluttered, busy and colourful 
office environment hits us. Sketches, diagrams, 
schematics, poster art and hundreds of sam¬ 
ples of riding gear line the walls and desks. The 
proverbial ‘grenade in a paint factory’ effect 
comes to mind. It is smaller than we thought. 
“We have a pretty small staff with basically two 
designers and a production gear responsible, 
and we are slowly-but-surely getting the staff 
roster up to where it needs to be,” comments 
Brand Manager and former racer Randy Valade. 

The late David Bowie’s back catalogue is getting 
a dedicatory airing on a sound system some¬ 
where and computer screens contain artwork 
for adverts and riding apparel that might not 
see the light of day or public view for another 
eighteen months. Sister brand MSR is in the 
same office space as is reverential handlebar 


manufacturer Pro Taper. We’re in the midst of 
a nerve centre that serves many thousands of 
riders, teams, OEMs and penetrates the many 
levels of dirt bike and motorcycle riding. It is 
a rare look inside how the gear on the shelves 
comes-to-be. 

We’ve often thought that Answer - now cele¬ 
brating their fortieth anniversary - is a lively ad¬ 
dition to the clothing/product segment. The as¬ 
sociation with James Stewart at the turn of the 
decade was a major boost for a brand that has 
always appeared to take their styling and visu¬ 
als very seriously. They seemed an ideal target 
for trying to understand how a company arrives 
at the liveries and schemes for often outland¬ 
ish and complicated motocross kit. Also, how to 
appeal to a customer that can literally ‘get lost’ 
among the thousands of racks and hangers at a 
cavernous dealership like Chaparral. 







“Answer focuses on the younger crowds,” says 
Valade. “We use bold, new colours and chase 
that demographic group from the young kids 
to the mid-twenties. We are heavily focussed 
on racing and not so worried about off-road 
because we have a MSR for that. It is all about 
racing for us, it is an ‘image’ brand with good 
marketing.” 

In the same way that KTM enjoy an advantage 
over ‘larger’ manufacturers with their compact 
logistics and rapid turnaround and decision¬ 
making, it seems that Answer and parent 
company Tucker Rocky can also keep the ball 
in motion and spin it to their will. “The lines 
are coming along and we are pretty wide-open 
all the time so expanding on the gear we have 
now is pretty tough,” Valade continues. “I grew 
up racing so I know what a pant should fit like 
and what fabrics and technologies are out 
there. Right now we are working on some new 


stuff that should be pretty good in the future. 

It is probably a year out - a new high-end pant 
and jersey - that are fully in the works and I 
have not seen anybody else using the same 
technologies that we have and we’ll be the first 
on the market.” 

It is a strong statement, and it is easy to feel 
the busy intent in Irvine. Answer are also 
slightly different through being a U.S. name 
that are seeking international growth. They 
backed Suzuki factory rider Kevin Strijbos in 
2014 and ’15 and MX2 GP winner Max Anstie 
last year. This time they will have the Monster 
Energy DRT Kawasaki crew with Tommy Searle 
and Vsevolod Brylyakov in Grand Prix. 







Valade: “It is tough to spread internationally 
but, honestly, it is one of the few places we can 
grow because the market is pretty saturated 
here in the U.S. - as it is in Europe - but I 
think there is potential. We do well in Australia 
as well and sponsor the Serco team which is 
also a big distributor and we move a lot of 
product to those guys.” 

Randy’s views on athlete endorsement and 
how Answer use a top Pro racer like Dean 
Wilson were interesting to hear - check out 
the interview at the end of the article - but for 
glimpses into how they fashion their wares we 
were introduced to Kris Guillory, who has been 
at the pencils and tools as a graphic designer 
and artist for the brand for seven years now. 
“Mostly on products, that range from gloves to 
helmets to race gear. Also print, anything that 
encompasses the Answer name,” he says. “It is 
really busy and really fun. I think I am a bit of 
a custodian because there are not that many 
designers here. We have more than our fair 
share in the look and the feel in different out¬ 
lets and sets of gear, and themes within ‘gear’ 
like protection. We have our influences across 
the board.” 

“Our work starts with the aesthetic and then 
goes beyond because we are a small group,” 
he adds. “We have been able to crossover and 
get into the technical side and that has been 
awesome. We have to have the gear looking 
good but just as importantly it has to fit and 
function.” 

With Jean Genie’ appropriately playing in the 
background Kris removes some conifential 
drawings that cannot be a part of Ray Archer’s 
photo spread and tries to breakdown his role... 

OK, so how often are you refreshing the lines? 
What’s the time scale? 

We try to come up with fresh looks as often as 
we can. It could be every six months or every 
three depending on whether we do a Spring¬ 
time release. You are always trying to stay on 
the cusp of what is out there and that goes for 


a lot of sports in general. You always want a 
fresh new colour or a certain fabric that per¬ 
forms and brings 'the game’ up a little bit; you 
want to be on top of all that. 

So ‘getting out there’ is important for finding 
influences and inspiration? Even knowledge? 

You gotta look at what is out there and I mean 
all sports: Soccer, Football [NFL]; you name it. 
There are so many cool-looking graphics and 
cool performing products or materials. I think 
you can see a big evolution over the last few 
years and that goes for motocross and with us 
especially. Things have to fit better, they have 
to be lighter and more comfortable because 
the bikes are now so good and so light. Going 
out and seeing what people are doing with fab¬ 
rics, colours and techniques and mixing it with 
what you find online is crucial. 

Can you talk a bit about the genesis of a gear 
line and working with a blank template...? 

The creative process can sometimes start 
slowly and sometimes it goes quickly. You 
begin with a theme or an idea. If we want to 
do something that is very colour-heavy on the 
next line then you see what has been done, 
what is looking great and what seems great 
somewhere else that might translate to the 
track. It could come from interior design or a 
kid on a bicycle: anything. That’s where the 
cool, crazy and creative stuff comes from. 

Often you are staring at a blank piece of paper 
thinking ‘how can we reinvent? How can we 
make something that people will like enough 
to want to part with their hard-earned money? 
How can it be cool and functional?’ Overall, it 
is not an easy question to answer but you look 
around as much as you can and start cutting 
away and then things - shapes and colours - 
start to happen. 

That must be difficult... 

It can be. There are times when you spend 
hours and hours on something and you think 
you have ‘it’ but then you look at it the next 
day and go ‘jeeez, that’s garbage’. 
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Other times something pops ‘in there’ right 
away that piques your interest and you are 
really firing on all cylinders; it can be done in 
twenty minutes and ends up being your best 
selling gear. I don’t think it is easy but it is 
super-rewarding when it does ‘hit’ and every¬ 
body is into what you have done. When they 
are in the meeting room and everyone is happy 
then you know you have something. 

What about the approval process? 

Not everybody will like the same thing but 
when you have the general feedback and 
nobody is shaking their heads then you know 
you are nearly there. There might be remarks 
like ‘twist that here’ or ‘move that bit there’ 
but if one or two people are unsure then you 
have to think ‘maybe they are right, it is a little 
off. Then again sometimes you have to stick 
to your guns and things that might not look 
good on paper end up looking great in 3D and 
wrapped around a person. It is not a science 
but it is interesting how it works: something 
simple and plain on paper looks bold on the 
track and a design that is busy, detailed and 
beautiful on the page becomes too jumbled on 
the track and from distance. It is a constant 
mind game trying to get it right. 

Can you quickly produce samples to make the 
final call? 

Normally we start sampling, get something 
printed and on the wall in the boardroom. It 
gets approved and then on its way. We can be 
sitting and looking at a shirt on a screen that 
will be near production in just three weeks. 
Pants take a bit longer because it depends 
on the construction and how difficult it is to 
build but a full set of gear from your brain to 
the computer to your hands can happen in a 
month and a half. It is pretty insane. These 
vendors are so good that they get it looking al¬ 
most spot-on and it is incredible how fast they 
get it out. 
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What are your tools of the trade? 

I do a lot of stuff in Illustrator. For some of the 
loose stuff I sketch in photoshop or hand draw 
and scan. Illustrator gets the job done for the 
most part. It is good to use other mediums to 
get things flowing and not be just limited to 
the computer. Sometimes you need to get off 
the PC and get things going by hand. 

Can you talk about an example of something 
that was a winner and also kit that didn’t 
make the grade...? 

[smiles] When I look back we had a design that 
I thought was unique. We called it the ‘UPS 
colourway’ and had the whole marketing spin 
along the lines of ‘we don’t ship but we deliver’ 
or something like that! It was literally brown 
with a high-vis yellow. That was when we had 
Dungey racing with us years ago. I remember 
him being in the adverts and looking back now 
it was probably not the home run we thought it 
was going to be! There were funny things like 
that. Now [the scene] is like a throwback to 
the ‘90s with all the bright colours. I think you 


are also seeing it in soccer with all these bold 
graphics and blown-up logos and segmented 
shapes that are coming together. It is pretty 
wild. I even see things in scenes like the Aus¬ 
tralian V8 racing series, some of the schemes 
on those cars are amazing. Absorbing informa¬ 
tion from many different sources it can be hard 
to take it all in and turn out something that is 
fresh again. 

I feel like Answer has really started to focus 
and gain ‘a look’. It is like sporty-clean with 
bright colourways that look good on the track 
close-up and far away. One that sticks out for 
me as being rad - and the timing had some¬ 
thing to do with it because we had James 
Stewart on board - was the Red Bull themed 
colourways. Red Bull are pretty strict with their 
image but we had gotten hold of red and navy 
tones close to their logo with a bit of yellow. 

I remember it look very different at the time. 
With Stewy running it then it felt like we had 
‘arrived’. He actually ended up winning the 
supercross series that year so it sticks out in 
my mind. 




How about athletes then? They must make 
requests and how is it working with them? 

Stewart was a champion and won so much be¬ 
cause of how he is and the way he approaches 
things, so he’ll come in here and know exactly 
when he likes. He was pretty easy to work with. 
We do have a lot of guys with special or spe¬ 
cific demands or tastes and for me that is fun. 

If they are representing us then you want to 
make them look good. There are some ideas 
that are better than others, obviously! We had 
some wacky ones before...but generally it is fun 
taking their ideas and making them work for us 
and Answer. We are the designers but it is cool 
to have someone suggesting or asking for spe¬ 
cifics. You always have to cater to sales and the 
market but everybody wants to look good and 
these guys know what works on the track. It is 
not hard to make them happy and also come up 
with something that will sell. We don’t do one- 
off stuff, so everything you see our riders wear¬ 
ing can be bought. There are special occasions 
- like the military theme for San Diego - but 
otherwise it is on the market and sells through. 

Would you say having a major athlete is impor¬ 
tant? 

If you are not being seen or heard...It is amaz¬ 
ing to have top athletes but visibility is im¬ 
portant and it comes down to the customer 
standing in front of the product, trying it on and 
liking how it looks. You can have a great athlete 
wearing your stuff but if it doesn’t look right 
then what happens? You won’t end up looking 
at that stuff again. It is great to have athletes 
but even better to have great product in my 
opinion. The ideal balance is both and then 
you’re the star of the show. 

With so many gear brands you must have pres¬ 
sure to standout and offer something differ¬ 
ent... 

Yes and I feel like a lot of the gear companies 
have really stepped up their game and are com¬ 
ing up with some really good stuff and their 
own styles. Our job is to try and separate our¬ 
selves from what is on the shelf. When you pick 
up an Answer shirt and a Fox shirt you need to 


know what is different. It can be hard because 
the industry likes to follow certain paths and if 
you go way-out and throw a Mona Lisa onto a 
shirt then it could backfire. We are always try¬ 
ing to find the trick, the niche and that space 
on the floor. It is the fun part. I think we have 
elevated ourselves through styling, colours, 
boldness and logos in the last few years. I think 
we have our own corner and look...and we are 
making it bigger and bigger. With any creative 
job there is a point where you think ‘have I or 
someone else done or used this before?!’ and 
that’s why you have to get out, go to the beach, 
a track, sport event, launch, football game. The 
fun part is bringing what you have seen, found 
or just your influences all together. 

You talked about performance. You can notice 
this now in ‘soccer’ with fitted shirts and spe¬ 
cial fabrics. Textile for sport is changing isn’t 
it? 

Absolutely. Everything is tailored to the athlete 
now and it is all strategically placed, whether 
it is vents or stretching. Everything is very 
sophisticated and engineered. Motocross has 
new standards. Sportswear is about how it fits, 
how it rolls with the body and the mix between 
aesthetics and performance but I feel the per¬ 
formance is coming up more and more; it has 
to have the right things moving in the right 
places. Everything has really improved in terms 
of quality; it is all moisture-wicking, venting and 
durable. This has to be the norm now. 

Lastly what is the bigger buzz for you: seeing 
Pro racers on the podium with the gear or nor¬ 
mal riders at a local track somewhere? 

It is great to see our [Pro] guys up there be¬ 
cause there are eyes on them looking at your 
stuff but the most important thing is seeing 
people at the track head-to-toe in our gear. 

You have ideas and visions and to then to see 
a father and son riding in the same products 
that you dreamt up is the most rewarding for 
me. Someone cared enough to buy stuff that we 
designed and created and that is just awesome. 


GENESIS OF THE GEAR: ANSWER 




✓ 4 


RANDY VALADE 

How would you evaluate Answer’s current 
position? 

In 2015 we had a very good year. On the track 
we had Dean [Wilson] and Wil [Hahn] and 
unfortunately those guys got hurt but we had 
the Star Yamaha team and we all know they 
did very well. We switched our attention from 
the 250 class by taking on [Justin] Bogle and 
[Broc] Tickle for 16. I think we moved up and 
gained momentum last year and more people 
recognised what we are doing. 

When you sign a rider or ambassador it must 
be tricky to judge value and return... 

It is complex. There are injury clauses and I 
also insert other obligations if they are out of 
action; we have shows and dealer meetings 
and we bring those guys in to meet with the 
reps, dealers and fans. Nobody really knows 
if a rider is selling product for you...you just 
hope so. We just try to get riders that are well- 
liked. Dean was huge for us because of his 
overseas background and his profile here so 
we were trying to kill two birds with one stone. 
There are deals that you get into where you 
think ‘that wasn’t the best bet’ but that’s how 
you learn. A lot of guys are not available either. 
In the past there was only a few athletes win¬ 
ning and most had multi-year deals. So, in the 
end, you are looking for a guy that is well liked 
and fits with your brand and that you want to 
work with. Many just want to take a paycheck 
and do nothing and just race - which is their 
job at the end of the day but we ask for a bit 
more. I think we have a good group this year. 


When do the gear deals usually start to hap¬ 
pen? When does the talking begin? 

We normally have a budget approved some 
time in September that gives us an idea of 
where we will be for the next year. Ideally we’d 
like to be even earlier and it is usually around 
June/July that deals get done. The Star offer 
for us came through very early, around June, 

I didn’t have my budget and it was quite a bit 
larger than before. It was difficult for me to 
pull the trigger on that. Agents usually shoot 
for the stars when they first come in but we 
back them down to what I feel is a comfort¬ 
ably pay scale for us. There are a lot of agents 
that think their riders are better than they are. 

I have gone through the whole process and 
you can see if a rider is going to come through 
or not. Obviously there are always some that 
still come out of nowhere, but it is all fun and 
enjoyable. It is good to go back and forth and 
get a good deal going. 

Does a rider’s presence on social media play a 
part and how he promotes himself? 

Social media is huge nowadays and if a rider 
has a big following there then it helps. You 
can tell when you’re at an event who is a fan 
favourite just by watching the reactions and 
seeing who is in the autograph queue, for ex¬ 
ample. My advice to riders is that they cannot 
keep to themselves and be active with their 
profile and get themselves known. We put in 
the contracts that riders have to be active on 
social media and do a certain number of posts. 

You obviously get close to guys in the indus¬ 
try. Does that cause the deal-making to be a 
bit trickier? 

You have to separate business and friendship 
but of course you build relationships. At the 
end of the day you have to do what is right for 
the brand, it is my livelihood just as much as it 
is theirs. 
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2016 looks set to be another exciting year for KTM; not only has the 
Austrian manufacturer raised the bar with the introduction of the 
lightest, most powerful bike in its class, but they have also come out 
swinging with the latest generation of Factory Edition models, with the 
colour scheme based on the KTM USA factory bikes of Ryan Dungey's 
Red Bull 450 and Jessy Nelson's Troy Lee Designs 250SX-F. 





F or the past fifteen years KTM has been 
the dominant force in world motocross, 
in Europe at least, notching up an im¬ 
pressive eleven world championships in the 
125/MX2 class since 2000, as well as five 
titles in MX1/MXGP in the last six years. How¬ 
ever in the USA it has taken a little longer for 
that kind of success to emerge through but 
thanks to a series of combinations glory on 
both sides of the Atlantic has now been as¬ 
sured. 

Riders such as Marvin Musquin and Ken Roc- 
zen were instrumental when they opted to 
switch to the American circuit having been 
victorious with KTM in Europe, and so too was 
the arrival of Roger De Coster whose ambition 
matched that of KTM. Technology has played a 
massive part as well; add to that the talents of 
Jason Anderson in 2014 and Ryan Dungey and 
suddenly race wins and titles were never going 
to be too far away. 

In terms of success, it would be fair to say that 
KTM’s came very quickly in the USA with eve¬ 
rything coming together perfectly in the 2015 
season, a term that will go down in history as 
Dungey delivered a first ever AMA Supercross 
title for the manufacturer which he followed up 
with an impressive outdoor motocross champi¬ 
onship for ‘the double’, while his Red Bull KTM 
teammate Marvin Musquin secured the 250 
East Coast crown bringing home a supercross 
championship sweep for the Austrian manu¬ 
facturer. 

As a result the 2016 Factory Edition KTMs will 
be decked out in the colours of the US teams 
and this alone bares a great deal of signifi¬ 
cance, especially to Troy Lee, the owner of the 
TLD KTM set-up: “It’s like a dream come true, 
to see these bikes in these colours,” said Troy, 


who joined the KTM family in 2015. Even more 
telling is the fact that KTM has put its faith in 
Lee and his team to head up the 250 factory 
effort after such a short space of time with the 
brand, which says a lot about the man himself. 
And while both bikes look trick, there’s more 
to these machines than a snazzy set of graph¬ 
ics and anodised parts. KTM have come a long 
way since the start of the century and their 
first serious steps back on U.S. soil and these 
Factory Edition bikes are testament to that. 

So much so that teams on both sides of the 
Atlantic will be racing these bikes in the tough¬ 
est competitions in the world. According to 
The Man himself, Roger De Coster explained 
that the reason for KTMs success and the rea¬ 
son why they are where they are now it’s “be¬ 
cause everyone works together to achieve the 
same goal, which is why we’re able to make 
the progress in such a short space of time.” 

And what better way to unveil the new Factory 
Edition KTMs than at the supercross test track 
in SoCal with all personnel from both the Red 
Bull KTM Factory team and Troy Lee Designs 
team present and put to good use by the me¬ 
dia. First up, the riders from both squads were 
called up to the stage for a quick Q&A session 
with the evening’s MC, for a bit of light-hearted 
banter amongst friends before being called 
upon to throw down a few laps of the ‘specially 
floodlit SX layout as they showed off their new 
bikes, colours and numbers for the 2016 sea¬ 
son. Even Ryan Dungey took to the track with 
the coveted ‘Number 1’ that will be on the front 
of his Red Bull KTM for the 2016 season. To 
be allowed to stand that close to the circuit as 
these guys reeled off lap after lap was one of 
those privileged moments that you don’t get to 
experience too often and it was definitely ap¬ 
preciated by all those in attendance. 
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The ‘All New’ 2016 KTM four-stroke models are 
the new benchmark in world motocross with 
more than 90% new parts being used in the 
manufacturing process compared to the previ¬ 
ous models. 


The bikes are lighter (to the tune of 5kg/lllbs) 
and more powerful than ever before with mass 
centralisation being a major factor in the over¬ 
all design. New engines, new chassis, new sus¬ 
pension and new bodywork all lend themselves 
to making the 2016 KTM range their best ever, 
making the most of state-of-the-art technology 
in the build process. 

All of the range models now share the same 
lightweight and compact chassis so no matter 
what you ride, from an ergonomic standpoint, 
they all feel the same, which is a massive bo¬ 
nus. And much of the development has come 
as a result of working even more closely with 
their top riders on either side of the pond: 
Antonio Cairoli the eight-time motocross world 
champion and Dungey as well as the respec¬ 
tive R&D departments responsible for their 
success. 
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Aesthetically the first impressions of the Facto¬ 
ry Edition KTMs are very positive, the 250 and 
450 decked out in replica race team graphics 
but scratch beneath the surface and you will 
see there is a lot more to these machines than 
meets the eye. In Europe the production KTM 
model range already comes equipped with 
WP 48mm AER forks and a new WP shock to 
match, but in the USA the production KTM still 
runs the 4CS fork. 

However, the Factory Edition bikes will feature 
the new WP AER 48mm front forks as stand¬ 
ard, albeit with slightly different settings front 
and rear to the European production bikes. 

The forks are triple chambered and weigh an 
incredible 1.4kg/3.1lbs lighter than the sprung 
fork favoured previously. And setting them up 
could not be simpler, all done via a single air 
valve; the left fork leg is the ‘air leg’ whilst the 
right leg controls the damping. There’s also a 
new rear shock (0.5kg/l.llbs lighter) to com¬ 
pliment the forks with the top part of the body 
being more compact with a larger capacity 
reservoir allowing for an increase in volume 
for the gas, which aids cooling thus preventing 
shock fade. 



And because of the new chassis design there 
is also a new linkage system. It might not 
look too dissimilar but it actually comes with 
longer pull rods that have been two years in 
the design process as a result of KTMs involve¬ 
ment in AMA Supercross. The new swingarm 
is also lighter. Orange anodised clamps and 
black anodised D.I.D rims add to the appeal, 
and to finish them off, the 250 SX-F FE comes 
equipped with a titanium FMF silencer, while 
the 450 SX-F FE wears an Akrapovic silencer, 
again in titanium. 









KTM 2016 FACTORY EDITIONS 


FACTORY EDITION 250SX-F 

The first thing you notice when you sit on the 
new KTM is how much smaller it is compared 
to previous models, and the ergonomics are 
second to none. The Neken handlebars are a 
nice shape and everything feels comfortable 
and compact. Hit the electric start and the 
FMF silencer lets you know you are about to 
ride something just that little bit special to the 
norm. It really does sound sublime; but it’s 
not just the sound of this Factory Edition that 
hits the spot rather the way it pulls is pretty 
impressive as well. Second through to fourth 
gears are on-point, even if you change too ear¬ 
ly the engine is forgiving, but get it right and 
you feel what this thing is capable of. Maybe it 
has something to do with the gearing; the EU 
spec bikes run 13:50 while the Factory Edition 
runs 14:51 and around this high-speed Cahuilla 
Creek track the set-up was perfect. 



The steeper steering angle helps through the 
turns and the combination of lower seat and 
new suspension set-up really adds to the over¬ 
all handling capabilities that this 250 SX-F has 
to offer; the front forks were especially fine, 
following the ground impeccably and soaking 
up everything that was put before them with 
relative ease while the back was equally stable 
thus allowing you to really push this machine 
to the limit. 

The Brembo brakes were effective as ever and 
overall this bike was a dream to ride. If you’re 
looking to have fun on a motorcycle then this 
bike has your name on it. 









FACTORY EDITION 450SX-F 


This bike will just blow you away thanks to its 
lightweight and extremely compact feel. It’s 
fast too, so when the boffins at KTM say it’s 
their fastest 450 yet at 62bhp, they’re not kid¬ 
ding. There’s a choice of two ride-mode set¬ 
tings that offer the option of smooth and easy- 
to-use power delivery, or the option that gives 
the modern pro exactly what’s needed to win 
races. And both do what they are supposed to 
(and this is also available on the 250 SX-F). 



In standard mode this has to be the easiest- 
to-ride 450 ever built with its super smooth 
power delivery that allows you to feel very 
much in control of what you are doing. But if 
you want hard-hitting and aggressive then it’s 
right there at the flick of a switch, and not just 
off the bottom either. This beast has some of 
the longest legs you’ll ever see and will pull 
you to the moon and back, it’s that good! The 
Akrapovic silencer sounds great too. 

The production bike in Europe comes with 
a 4-speed gearbox while the Factory Edition 
utilises five gears, maybe due to the different 
style of tracks in the USA, which are gener¬ 
ally much more open. What was particularly 
impressive though was second gear; there was 
a decent length straight where purely from a 
test point I was able to hold second gear from 
beginning to end and the engine kept pulling, 
it was that good. Third was equally striking 
though, so depending on your riding style the 
450 will cater for all needs. 


Perhaps the thing that you will notice the most 
is how compact it is for a big bike and you 
could easily feel that like you jumped back 
on the 250 SX-F. As a result the sensation is 
that you are a part of this motorcycle. Mov¬ 
ing around it is effortless. The overall handling 
mimicked that of the 250 SX-F; the forks were 
spot-on to say they were straight out of the 
box. The rear shock tracked well and just like 
the 250, the smaller chassis gives that light, 
nimble feeling through the turns. The 450 was 
as much fun to ride as the 250, the only dif¬ 
ference being the power delivery of the two 
obviously. 
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45 years of experience is a big deal but we’re still 
setting our sights on the future. We’ve culminated our 
experience into the Tyrant and Hustle goggles to 
give you the Clearest ride of your life. 
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ATLAS 


Atlas have been studying the market when it 
comes to body protection and their ‘Defender’ 
features a few details that sets it apart. Firstly - 
as you would expect - the protector is designed 
to fully integrate with the company’s popular 
range of neck braces. Moving across the gear 
allows you to notice other aspects. For instance 
the padding (bonded to the shell rather than 
screwed or studded) is thin and light and - ac¬ 
cording to Atlas who claim to have taken inspi¬ 
ration from high-performance running shoes 
- is completely waterproof, so cleaning the 
Defender will not mean added weight or dis¬ 
comfort. The waist straps use magnets to keep 
them in place while in use and the fasteners 
can be easily adjusted with a screwdriver, coin 
or similar object. To maximise ventilation and 
cooling there is a grand total of 52 intakes and 
vents for air flow and the fact that the Defender 
can slip over - as well as under - your riding/ 
race shirt is emphasised by the handy GoPro 
mount (free and optional). 

With five possible configurations the Defender 
is a practical and simple safety solution thought 
out by people who clearly spend hours on the 
bike and have analysed what the customer 
wants from such a product. It doesn’t look half 
bad either. With top notch protection from the 
likes of Scott, Leatt and Alpinestars not to men¬ 
tion other names, Atlas has contributed some¬ 
thing worthwhile and a little special with the 
Defender. 



The standard version comes in at 130 dollars 
with the Lite at 90. 


www.atlasbrace.com 
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THE CRUCIAL WEEKS... 

By Adam Wheeler 


I n the next issue of OTOR we will look at the top 
five questions that revolve around MXGP this 
year, and with just three days between issue #124 
appearing on line on February 23rd and the first 
Grand Prix of the season in Qatar there should 
be relatively little chance of the article losing any 
relevance due to a mishap. 

We cannot say the same of any stories at the mo¬ 
ment however. 

Riders are currently using the Italian Champion¬ 
ship and Internationals in UK and France as final 
testing sessions with a view to Qatar, vaguely 
similar to the way MotoGP is clocking miles in 
Malaysia and then Australia next month. We've 
already had eyebrow raisers. We were allowed 
some insight to the training and winter prepara¬ 
tion of Evgeny Bobryshev and Shaun Simpson 
and this means that their speed both in southern 
and northern Europe is no great surprise but we 
hardly expected the injury scoop to have collected 
the two men who have won the MXGP world 
championship for the last seven years. 

As a football player will want to get all of his 
mishit goal attempts out of the way in the pre¬ 
match warm-up, perhaps Tony Cairoli and Ro- 
main Febvre will be hoping that any injury hoodoo 
has come and gone with their respective rib and 
cut arm aliments and Qatar almost in sight. The 
fact that both expect to be fully fit - if a little 
concerned at the disruption to a programme that 
is careful planned and involves a vast degree of 
commitment - for Losail is some compensation. 
Grand Prix fans could be feeling the same way as 
I do and long for remaining pre-season fixtures in 
Valence, Ottobiano and LaCapelle go-off without 
a hitch so the gate is as full as it can be for the 
desert-based opener. 


The events of the elongated MXGP seasons of 
the last half a decade (the last time we had ‘just’ 
fifteen Grands Prix was 2011) have taught us that 
it is not a matter of ‘if but ‘when’ a rider will have 
to deal with pain, look at x-rays and seek medical 
advice. There can be high-profile cases such as 
Jeffrey Herlings’ astonishing double loss of sure¬ 
fire MX2 title success or quiet, nagging afflictions 
such as the knee problem that blunted Gautier 
Paulin’s charge last year There is an inevitability 
at hand, which means we won’t always get the 
frantic and exciting battles on the track that we 
continually crave as each rider’s individual season 
and story goes through its peaks and troughs. 

Even if everyone gets to Qatar in fine-fettle then 
the night motos are little indicator of what ‘will 
be’. From 2008, the winner of the first GP of 
the season has only gone on to win the world 
championship in the premier class just once; that 
was when Tony Cairoli continued to stretch his 
remarkable record at Valkenswaard in Holland 
by taking honours in 2012. In that same period 
though, somewhat interestingly, only two riders 
have claimed ‘GPl’ on two occasions - Clement 
Desalle and Max Nagl - and both athletes have 
been in the reckoning for the title in both of those 
campaigns until, yep, they got hurt. Romain Feb¬ 
vre was sixth in Qatar almost twelve months ago. 




For the record here is the list of winners of the 
first Grand Prix of the season in the premier class 
since ’08: 2008: Ken De Dycker (Suzuki), 2009: 
Tanel Leok (Yamaha), 2011: Clement Desalle 
(Suzuki), 2012: Tony Cairoli (KTM), 2013: Clement 
Desalle (Suzuki), 2014: Gautier Paulin (Kawasaki), 
2015 Max Nagl (Husqvarna and in 2010 with 
KTM). 

Outside of MXGP and the signs for MX2 riders are 
ominous with Jeffrey Herlings enjoying his first 
full and trouble-free off-season with the Red Bull 
KTM team in three years. Herlings has already 
wiped the floor in Italy and the UK in the last 
three weeks but the utter misfortune of his terms 
in 2014 and 2015 means that the Dutchman and 
everybody around him will not be counting on a 
third career title until it’s a mathematical certain¬ 
ty. Lightning has already struck twice for argu¬ 
ably Grand Prix’s most electrifying and promising 
racer and even if his rivals are to be pounded for 
a period of weeks then they could keep consist¬ 
ent and wait for Herlings to slip-up again. To what 
degree has the last two years burned the 21 year 
old and his impetuous and irresistible talent will 
be answered once the season gets underway 
and how he is prepared to approach the season. 
Will the same fiery desire to win at high costs be 
in place? Or will he actually be able to stomach 
other spots on the podium and even a GP top five 
ranking in order to throw a large championship 
monkey from his back? 

Months have turned to weeks and for some it is 
only days and hours until the flight east and the 
shocking change of thermal riding gear to cooling 
products needed for Qatar and Thailand. I sin¬ 
cerely hope that all of the MXGP (and MX2) gates 
will be there to sweat out the climate switch. 



RODUCTS 


PUSH 

Still quite a new brand ‘Push’ have benefi¬ 
ted from a strong UK presence and associa¬ 
tion with some prominent motocross athletes. 
Hailing from Newcastle as the brainchild of 
designer Paul Stokoe the brand statement is 
thus: ‘Push is brand designed, developed and 
produced in the UK by participants and enthu¬ 
siasts of action sports. We want to produce an 
alternative to the other brands out there and 
provide athletes and consumers with original, 
bold and inspirational products.’ 

The range of t-shirts, hoodies and headwear 
is small and niche but has already grown in 
the past three years and the designs are eye¬ 
catching. You can catch Push at races and 
events around the UK but it is also easy to 
purchase garments from the website. Orders 
over 50 pounds mean free postage. 

www.pushwear.com 
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he former British Champion and the first 
rider from the UK to win in the premier 
MXGP [formerly MX1] class cannot 
supress a sheepish laugh. We’ve just asked 
him what some of his former mechanics and 
race technicians through a career that spanned 
half of the thirty-one year old’s lifetime would 
think of his new passion for getting behind the 
spanners and work benches himself. Could the 
one-time fierce ‘bright light’ of British moto- 
cross seriously been considered as a custom 
bike builder by his technical peers? “No, ab¬ 
solutely not!” he smiles. “I think most of them 
would be super-surprised that I’m doing this... 
but I have to admit that I am more into the 
design part rather than the mechanical side at 
the moment.” 

We’ve travelled to Stirling in Scotland and a 
new workshop where Mackenzie has comman¬ 
deered a small space away from friend Keith 
Amor’s Road Racing team and fleet of BMWs. 
His Honda project stands almost finished 
and it’s the first, serious attempt at flexing 
his creative impulses into something tangible 
and rideable and the germination of his X-Axis 
company/brand/mission. It’s a creditable effort 
and although Mackenzie is modest about his 
mechanical prowess (he’s had copious help 
from the Amor Clan and is quick to acknowl¬ 
edge their assistance and support) there has 
to be some validity in his thoughts and feelings 
towards a motorcycle...especially consider¬ 
ing the vast number and range of bikes he has 
gunned and thrashed on the path from 125cc 
British championship shocks to Grand Prix 
stardom. The Honda has yet to feel the cool 
Scottish roads in earnest but Billy is clearly 
motivated by the aesthetics and possibilities 
before him. 

“I’ve been playing around with the ‘211’ made 
into a clock and speedometer logo. Apart from 
that the colours are mine, details like the seat 
material and the design of the fabricated rear 


end,” he says when asked what special touch¬ 
es he has brought to the 750. “All the lines and 
the style is down to me and I’ve had help with 
the mechanical side at the moment. Also the 
way it feels; I get all the positioning and levers 
in the right place to make sure it is a comfort¬ 
able ride.” 



“Coming up with X-Axis we started by decid¬ 
ing what I liked most about the bike and the 
design direction I wanted,” he says. “That 
detail was the horizontal lines on the bike and 
the frame, the pipe and the red line on the 
tank all being parallel to the ground. I feel that 
this gives it a feeling of speed. We ended up 
googling a few things and the words that stood 
out most for us was ‘x-axis’ (the X and Y axis 
lines, X being the horizontal line). It’s pretty 
much the starting point.” 

Mackenzie has always been a curious person¬ 
ality and athlete: a real cauldron of emotions 
and character. As likely to confound and baf¬ 
fle one day as rip through the fastest riders in 
Grand Prix the next and steer a bike with such 
poise and speed that it almost defies explana¬ 
tion. Extroverted, dramatic and individualis¬ 
tic...but then also meek and overshadowed at 
other times. People enjoyed seeing Billy win 
races because he was fallible and realistic. He 
could match the speed of anybody but then 
also knock himself silly on some Italian hard- 
pack. 
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The mind boggles (again) at what he might 
be able to create when given a reasonably 
open canvas of a motorcycle and what mood 
he is in. Today he’s very chatty and quite ‘up’ 
about this new outlet in his life only a couple 
of weeks before temporarily heading back to 
a base in Australia where he raced for half a 
decade and stepping up the momentum on X- 
Axis further. Not quite retired from motocross 
but on the precipice of discovering what to do 
next (after making some decent investments in 
his life and having earned reasonably well from 
his racing he is not rushing to look at bank 
statements each month) Mackenzie is ready to 
explain this fresh direction... 



OK, so, what are we looking at? 

It’s a 1982 Honda CB750. I saw a CB online 
that I really liked the look of it. When I came 
back to the UK I was tearing up and down the 
country and hanging out with Keith Amor quite 
a bit and he was in the middle of building a ga¬ 
rage for the race team that he was starting. He 
was buying all the best gear and the workshop 
was looking pimp, so if there was ever a time 
to build a Cafe Racer - with his brother helping 
- then that was it. I looked one up on Gumtree 
and it had all the features that I liked. I bought 
it and started tearing it down in the garage and 
tried not to get in the guys’ way. I’ve learned 
the basics and quite enjoyed putting parts 
together. 


The fact that I am interested in this kind of 
stuff has pushed me on. It is almost therapeu¬ 
tic as well; I get in the garage, put my music 
on and just tinker away. I get quite excited 
when I see something coming together and 
luckily there is always someone close at hand 
for any really tricky parts and even then I’m 
always over their shoulder and looking and 
learning. It is super-fun at the moment and it 
was a break for me away from the training and 
riding and routine I’ve always known. 



I know you’ve always been interested by 
design and by being a bit creative. Is this the 
first time you have taken that fascination to 
the next level? 

No, I applied to a college to do a Graphic De¬ 
sign course over the winter back in something 
like 2001 and 2002 and in the end saw that it 
wouldn’t work out with time and racing so I de¬ 
cide to concentrate fully on what I was enjoy¬ 
ing and making a living for myself. So I’ve had 
that interest for a long time and always with 
my gear and helmets I liked messing around 
with how they could or might look. Finally I’m 
going further with it. 
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"/ WOULD HATE FOR THE FACT THAT I'VE 
BEEN IN MOTOCROSS FOR SO LONG TO 
HAVE LITTLE RELEVANCE APART FROM 
THE FACT THAT I CAN RIDE A BIKE..." 












What is it like with Keith? Is the workshop a 
place and environment where this could grow 
into a business? 

It is always a good vibe and that’s why I am 
here. Keith and I always make the best of eve¬ 
rything when we hang out. Keith’s brother, Guy, 
is a great mechanic, and it all just happened. I 
bought the bike early in the year but we didn’t 
get started until after his season had finished. 
Up until then I was helping them get organised 
for the weekend and was following the road 
racing circuit. It was a lot of fun and we’ve 
been to some strange places; tiny towns in 
northern Ireland that would have bikes scream¬ 
ing through at 200mph. Going to the Classic 
TT was also cool and watching people like 
John McGuiness bombing round on these old 
bikes. In the workshop I’ve always been waiting 
for the right time to tinker and ask advice and 
going with the flow. It hasn’t been awkward at 
all. I would maybe like to visit some other ga¬ 
rages around the world and see what they are 
doing. Get travelling, buy a bike somewhere, 
get it running and looking nice and then selling 
it before moving on. Those are the ideas that 
have been going through my head recently. I 
still want to see more of the world; that bigger 
place outside the realm of motocross tracks. 

Knowing you get a bit ‘OCD’ about stuff you 
are ‘into’...have you been checking out other 
Custom builders? People like Roland Sands or 
Deus Ex for example? 

My eyes sometimes go cross-eyed through all 
the companies and information you can see 
and find on Instagram and Facebook. I’ll take 
screenshots, note down ideas and stuff and 
think how I would spin it. I’ve enjoyed that 
overflow and it’s kept me occupied and moti¬ 
vated. I like a company called Hookieco and 
another one called Autofabrica; these guys are 
really setting the standard for customised and 


cool bikes in my opinion. There are other peo¬ 
ple, like you mentioned, Roland Sands’ artistic 
work is cool even if I’m not that keen on some 
of his bikes but I appreciate the design as¬ 
pect of it. Deus EX is a decent brand and well 
recognised and to get anything like that kind 
of level of popularity would be a total winner. 
At the moment it is all about what I want to do 
and how I want the bikes to look rather than 
thinking about 'churning them out’. 



Considering you spent over half of your life 
predominantly riding one type of bike is there 
any motocross influence there at all? 

I think the interest in graphic design came 
through watching [Jeremy] McGrath in the 
mid-’90s and working with people like Fox. I 
think their approach to the way things looked 
affected me a lot and will always be in the 
back of my mind. If I think about motocross 
then I imagine the bars dragging through a 
corner or laying the bike flat in the air. I don’t 
know how that can translate but I should be 
able to put a nice spin on the stuff I post. 


Are you prepared if this thing takes off and 
people start asking you to build more frequent¬ 
ly? Orders getting placed... 

Absolutely. If the energy is right and I’m inspired 
by what a client wants and if we both have a 
vision of what looks cool and what doesn’t then 
I think there will be some trust there. I need to 
get this bike finished-off and out there...maybe 
people will like it. 

You’re in quite a unique position. There cannot 
be too many Grand Prix winners and British 
Champions doing this sort of work... 

I’d like to think so. I would hate for the fact that 
I’ve been in motocross for so long to have little 
relevance apart from the fact that I can ride a 
bike. I’m hoping I can go in a different two-wheel 
direction. I want to discover more of the world 
and I feel a deep connection to these old bikes. 
They are so soulful and give this feeling of com¬ 
plete freedom. I would love to be able to use the 
name I made in motocross to help but I think 
this is more than getting to a track and competi¬ 
tion; it is about a lifestyle and seeing different 
things and having an adventure. 

Will your future in this field be about luck and 
having clients fall into place or is there room 
for a shrewd business plan? 

If I’m honest a shrewd business plan wasn’t first 
on the agenda. Even now I’m just seeing if peo¬ 
ple like what I produce. I got a good response 
from the little one I did in Australia [in Byron 
Bay] - which was my first - and I probably 
won’t sell it because I like it that much! It is all a 
learning process for me at the moment. I’d like 
to generate some interest in this bike and start 
a little portfolio and then use what I have done 
and my background to maybe travel around for 
a while and do some other projects. It would be 
nice to get the work recognised and I know it will 
take time but I am prepared for that. 
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Tricky question: you’re 31 now. Have you 
thought much about your legacy as a racer and 
what people thought of you in your pomp? And 
whether you bring any of that into your design 
work? 

‘Legacy’...right. That is a tricky one. I guess it 
would be mixed. I think for people that liked 
my style they could see I was quite technical 
and smooth - especially when I got to Australia 
because I took that a step forward and became 
more confident. In the UK I guess they still re¬ 
member an aggressive and fiery racer! There 
are two different styles that I suppose people 
could connect with. I think my last two years in 
Australia were quite injury free and calculated. 
Although I did not get that [national] champion¬ 
ship I was still winning races and got close to it. 

I was happy and riding was coming more natu¬ 
rally. Overall I’ve grown up a little bit and I have 
a keener and sharper eye for things. I’m not so 
grungy and crazy like I was in the UK...if that all 
makes sense. 

You made a British Championship appearance at 
the end of the season. Are you keeping yourself 
trim and ready for another chance if it arises? 

I’ll be in Australia to train again and escape the 
winter here. It is a luxury rather than a chore to 
train there. I’ll get myself back in shape and if 
someone has a bike lying around then I’ll take a 
shot. If someone offered me the chance to race 
again I’d seriously consider it. You see people 
like Dan Reardon coming back and winning the 
supercross championship after taking a few years 
out. I still think I’ve got what it takes to run top 
three in any domestic championship. If it was an 
opportunity that would be fun and if things fell 
into the right places then I definitely wouldn’t 
turn it down. When I came back for the British 
Championship [the final round of 2015 for former 
team Monster Energy DRT Kawasaki] it was more 
about seeing everyone and seeing what the bike 
was like. I hadn’t raced for over a year and defi¬ 
nitely wasn’t fit enough! But I liked being in the 
pits, and the energy of the British Championship 
that was different to when I left with an improve¬ 
ment in the tracks. We’ll see where the road 
takes me. 
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Perhaps more commonly known for their off-road 
range, Fly also have a useful and vast spread of 
street products and apparel. From helmets to 
rain gear, it is possible to go head-to-toe with the 
American brand’s quality offerings and even con¬ 
sider their collection of luggage; the catalogue is 
immense and appealing. 

One highlight is the windproof, waterproof and 
breathable Butane 4 jacket (170 dollars). The 
chest panel folds out and is held in place by mag¬ 
nets meaning it is an attractive option for the 
spring weather conditions and when the climate 
becomes a little kinder for riding. FlYDRAguard 
material (Aqua Guard zips also) will protect you 
from the wet while CE-certified padding on the 
elbows and shoulder is, of course, a must. Com¬ 
fort and adjustability are the watchwords with the 
Butane. Side expansion panels, a removable long- 
sleeve thermal liner, a fleece lined back panel, 
elongated rear profiling, zippered wrist cuffs, 

Velcro waist adjusters, shoulder intake vents and 
external and internal zippered pockets are some of 
the features. Durability is a ‘given’ as well thanks 
to ‘multi-material construction with an advanced 
polyfabric textile main shell for excellent abrasion 
and tear resistance.’ 

Red, Blue, Grey, Green and Black trims mean the 
Butane is a versatile and easy choice in an often- 
saturated area of the market. 

Check out the website and find a place to try and 
buy: www.flyracing.com 




ms BLOG 
FIRST LESSONS... 

By David Emmett 

n the Sunday night after the race at Valencia, 
we journalists all turn to each other and say: 
“Chin up, the new season starts on Tuesday.” We 
console ourselves at the thought that although 
one season has just ended, the next one starts 
in just a few hours’ time when the riders take to 
the track once again to start testing. It is only a 
half truth, though. The riders are on track, out on 
the new bikes they will race the following year, 
yet they are only half focussed on what they are 
doing. The season takes its toll, both physically 
and mentally, and the lap-times set at Valencia 
are more often a measure of rider optimism than 
actual performance. 

So it is at Sepang where the new season re¬ 
ally starts. Riders return fresh from their winter 
break, to ride bikes that have been modified with 
the data collected at Valencia and analysed over 
the winter. Minds are sharpened and the grid is 
riding as hard as they can, trying to figure out a 
good basis for the coming season. The first test of 
the year at Sepang is when the new season gets 
deadly earnest. 

That was even truer this year at Sepang. With 
two major technical changes for 2016 - Michelin 
taking over as official tyre supplier, and the in¬ 
troduction of the spec or unified software for the 
electronics - Valencia had been more of a shake- 
down than a proper test. At Sepang, everyone was 
on the 2016 unified software, and Michelin had 
brought new front tyres, aimed at solving the lack 
of feel which had seen so many people crashing 
at Valencia and then later at Jerez. Four of the 
five manufacturers revealed their first serious 
prototypes for the coming season at Sepang, only 
Aprilia forced to use their 2015 bikes, while they 
wait to finish off their radically redesigned proto¬ 
type. 

There was a lot of work to do, much more than 
normal. That makes it hard to draw the usual con¬ 
clusions you would in any other year. Teams with 



an advantage right now may not hold that advan¬ 
tage for long. Some riders took to the Michelins 
like a duck to water, others required some time 
getting used to them. Some teams adapted to 
the spec electronics immediately, others strug¬ 
gled. By the end of the campaign everyone will be 
more or less on the same page. Until then, there 
will be winners and losers. 

Michelin managed to be both the winner and 
the loser at Sepang. The work the French tyre 
manufacturer had done over the winter had been 
a massive step forward. At Valencia and Jerez, 
riders had consistently lost the front, the vast 
majority of the field crashing at some point or an¬ 
other. The new front tyre at Sepang was a major 
improvement, the crash tally returning to ‘normal’ 
proportions. The feeling from the front tyre still 
left something to be desired, but at least they 
could feel the limit, the riders said. There are still 
a few bugs to be ironed out, as Pol Espargaro and 
Dani Pedrosa found out. The problem, according 
to Casey Stoner, was a profile mismatch. “There’s 
a little point after probably 45°, that it goes down 
just a little bit more, that it doesn’t seem to 
match with the rear with some of the profiles that 
we’ve tested,” the Australian said. “That gives eve¬ 
rybody a bit of a nervous feeling, and essentially 
why people are struggling into Turn 5.” 

It was a pleasure to see Stoner ride again, and 
to be immediately fast - he ended the test faster 
than the factory riders, though Andrea Dovizioso 
and Andrea lannone were working on the D16 
GP, as Ducati have mysteriously decided to name 
their bike, in a break with previous naming con¬ 
vention. 

It was also a pleasure to get to ask Stoner the 
kind of technical questions I used to put to him 
when he was still racing. His ability to explain 
clearly and concisely what a MotoGP bike does is 
the reason Ducati have hired him. The good news 
is that now, Ducati will actually listen to him. 
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The bad news for Michelin came on Tuesday, when 
the rear tyre of Loris Baz’ Avintia Ducati exploded 
on the front straight at Sepang. Though tyres are 
not supposed to explode, if it was going to hap¬ 
pen to anyone, it would be to the tallest, heaviest 
rider on the most powerful bike. The culprit was 
identified as an underinflated rear tyre, but the soft 
compound rear was withdrawn for safety’s sake. 
The next test is at Phillip Island, another track that 
severely stresses the rear tyre. Michelin have insti¬ 
tuted higher minimum pressures to avoid a repeat 
of the incident. 

What of the riders? If three days of testing at 
Sepang made one thing clear, it is that Jorge 
Lorenzo adapted incredibly quickly. The reign¬ 
ing world champion was fast from the off, his gap 
over the competition hovering around a second 
for most of the test. Lorenzo has a point to prove, 
after the accusations made by Valentino Rossi that 
he had only won the 2015 title thanks to help from 
Marc Marquez. After Sepang, he has gone some 
way to proving it. 

Why is Lorenzo so fast? Firstly, the Yamaha is a 
well-sorted bike. It was clearly the best on the 
grid in 2015, and it is still just as easy to ride and 
manage as it was last year. Changes are relatively 
minor, mostly revolving around a revised weight 
distribution to cope with the Michelins. Lorenzo 
gets on well with the French rubber as well. Lor¬ 
enzo always brakes early, so suffers least from the 
lack of stability under braking which the Michelins 
seem to have. The rear tyre has oodles of grip, 
and plenty of feel, and that is exactly what Lorenzo 
needs to go fast. Even the spec electronics did 
not hamper Lorenzo too much, Yamaha adapting 
well to the new software. Valentino Rossi could not 
match the pace of his teammate, but was still the 
best of the rest. Rossi was lumbered with a lot of 
the test work, checking the two chassis variations 
that Yamaha had brought to the test. The prob¬ 
lem with being famous for providing exceptional 
feedback is that often, that is exactly what you are 
expected to do. 

Over at Honda, things are a lot less rosy. At the 
end of 2014, HRC boss Shuhei Nakamoto said 
Honda needed to build a more user-friendly en¬ 
gine. Instead, they built a monster, and 2015 was 


something of a lost year. The 2016 engine is an 
improvement, but only a very small one. It is still 
excessively aggressive, and hard to handle. But 
still fast, a major priority for Honda. 

Honda’s real problem is with the spec electron¬ 
ics, however. The new system is entirely alien to 
them, and they have yet to find a way to use it to 
help tame and control the RC213V. Given that they 
had enormous issues with their own proprietary 
software, the spec software was always going to 
be an issue. The ideal solution would be to follow 
in Yamaha and Ducati’s footsteps, build an engine 
that is easy to manage, and let the rider find the 
extra time. That, however, is not the Honda way. 

Ducati, like Yamaha, leave Sepang in a posi¬ 
tive fame of mind. A usable engine with bags of 
power, and a decent chassis mean that the two 
Andreas should be capable of chasing podiums 
and victories in 2016. Just as encouraging was the 
performance of the Pramac Ducati riders, Danilo 
Petrucci showing his pace on Tuesday, and leaving 
the test as second fastest overall. The Italian set 
his best time on a soft rear tyre, before it was with¬ 
drawn in the wake of Baz’ crash. Still, the signs are 
very hopeful indeed for all of Ducati, with Hector 
Barbera impressing on the Avintia bike as well. 

Things are looking up at Suzuki as well. The new 
engine is much more powerful than last year’s 
unit, a massive relief to both Aleix Espargaro and 
Maverick Vinales. Vinales was delighted when he 
found that he could stay on Marc Marquez’ tail 
down the front straight, something which proved 
impossible in 2015. Add in a seamless gearbox, 
helping acceleration, and there is plenty of room 
for optimism. At Phillip Island, the Suzuki riders 
will get an update of the gearbox, allowing seam¬ 
less gearshifts both up and down the box, rather 
than just up at the moment. That will help with 
braking and corner entry, and should transform the 
bike into a truly competitive machine. 

The balance of testing after Sepang? Apart from 
it being way too early to draw any lasting conclu¬ 
sions, three things are clear: Jorge Lorenzo is the 
man to beat, Honda are in massive trouble, and 
2016 going to be another fascinating year in Mo- 
toGP. 
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FEARS ALLAYED... 

By Gavin Emmett 


J orge Lorenzo’s timesheet-topping perfor¬ 
mance in the first of MotoGP’s pre-season 
tests in Sepang last week was an ominous shot 
across the bow from the reigning champ. Hav¬ 
ing been present at the Yamaha team’s launch in 
Barcelona just a couple of weeks previously, and 
questioned Lorenzo, Valentino Rossi and perhaps 
most importantly the factory’s technical boss 
Kouichi Tsuji, I’d sensed a distinct air of concern 
about how far behind the other manufacturers 
they might be. 


Tsuji-san had indicated that this was perhaps 
the most important Sepang test session they’d 
had for a long time. Whereas normally the teams 
spend that first three days confirming the up¬ 
grades made to the bike over the winter break, 
this time they were dealing with major regulation 
changes and felt blind as to whether the work 
they had done back in Iwata would actually pay 
off on track. 


As it stands, I think it’s fair to say that the new 
package surprised a few people, including those 
at Yamaha themselves. Although they say they 
are only 80% sure about the new chassis, they 
are at least not playing catch-up, as it seems 
Honda now may well be. Rossi made clear that 
he wasn’t pleased with the gap between himself 
and Lorenzo, but that he was much happier with 
the new front Michelin, as were most riders, and 
the Italian will take some comfort from effective¬ 
ly being second quickest overall, having set his 
best lap on the harder option rear. 

The softer rear tyre had been dramatically 
withdrawn by Michelin on day two after a huge 
crash for Loris Baz at around 190mph on the 
front straight. It reminded many of the accident 
suffered by Shinya Nakano at Mugello back in 
2004, when Bridgestone were starting to ramp 
up their own MotoGP operations. It’s the sort of 



thing that doesn’t write well, however much spin 
a PR person might try to put on it, and as Avintia 
Racing pointed out in their own press release, “It 
is now up to Michelin to analyse in detail what 
was the cause of this tyre failure.” Indeed. 

The riders now move on to Phillip Island, and 
nowhere on the MotoGP calendar has been more 
demanding on tyres in recent seasons - who 
can forget the shortened race in 2013 where 
Marc Marquez fell foul of overnight rules limit¬ 
ing riders to a maximum of ten laps on one tyre? 
Marc himself won’t forget it soon, as he found 
out to his detriment after completing 11. Michelin 
will be now working around the clock back in 
Clermont-Ferrand to ensure that the Baz incident 
was a one-off, and perhaps most crucially give 
the riders confidence in that fact. 

Heading over to Australia for the next test, there 
is bound to be lots of chatter about the per¬ 
formance of two-time world champion Casey 
Stoner, whose ninth overall was particularly 
impressive. This was the retired Aussie’s first full 
test since he last rode for Honda in 2012, and 
he outperformed Andrea Dovizioso riding the 
GP15 version of the Desmosedici. Ducati boss 
Gigi Dall’lgna was at pains to point out that there 
were no plans to race with Stoner, but that he 
wouldn’t dream of turning him down if he were 
to request it. 

There seems to be no swaying Stoner however, 
who curtly responded to journo’s questions 
about whether he was considering a return with 
a frank and forthright, “No!” Some things never 
change! 





















ALP IN IE STARS 

They may have their roots in boots but it is hard to 
forget that Alpinestars set the benchmark when it 
comes to quality, functionality and style for a num¬ 
ber of products, especially the look and feel of their 
apparel and casualwear. 

Among their 2016 Spring collection we had a good 
look at the latest versions of their gloves. The 
SP Air combines full grain leather with 3D mesh 
inserts (around finger ‘walls’) for the best airflow 
while also having reinforced palm and outer hand 
‘landing’ for abrasion resistance. Ventilation is a 
priority for the SP air and intakes around the finger 
and knuckle protection prevent the build of sweat 
and heat while riding. Alpinestars claim a ‘perfor¬ 
mance fit’ and that means pre-curved finger con¬ 
struction, the long ‘gauntlet’ cuff that fastens over 
a jacket and acts as a seal against the weather, a 
patented third and fourth finger bridge that pre¬ 
vents fingers rolling in the event of a slide, the 
palm, fingers and backhand also benefit from en¬ 
ergy absorbing EVA foam. You can also use smart¬ 
phone and GPS systems with the gloves on. There 
are more notable characteristics to the SP Air so it 
is well worth look at the website for further specs. 

The SMX-1 comes in both men’s and women’s 
(Stellar) forms and is a light, short-cuff Street glove 
that is again optimised for slightly warmer weather 
(not too far away now European readers). It has a 
goat leather ‘chassis’ with more 3D mesh inserts 
and the same level of technical construction and 
thought as the SP Air. The knuckles are protected 
by a nylon compound and this is where the SMX-1 
gets tricky. It is really worth heading to a dealer for 
a try. If this section of the glove does not fit well 
according to individual sizing and requirement then 
the product can feel cumbersome. Bear in mind 
that a brand new glove often needs to ‘soften in’ 
over a short period of use but it pays to give the 
SMX-1 a full once-over. The Stellar version claims 
to be optimised for a women’s fit. 


More info at www.alpinestars.com 



ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET... 

By Graeme Brown/GeeBee Images 


W ith the faint sound of Christmas bells still 
ringing in my ears it has been right back 
into work for the start of WorldSBK. The first 
race is at the end of this month and the teams 
were only able to test from the middle of Janu¬ 
ary, resulting in a scramble to complete the final 
sessions, prepare race liveries and get everything 
packed ready to go to Australia. 

I reckon the season ahead is shaping up to be an 
interesting one with the introduction of new rid¬ 
ers, teams and bikes. 

It was announced at the end of last year that 
former MotoGP World Champion Nicky Hayden 
would be joining the Ten Kate Honda team, 
replacing Sylvain Guintoli who had moved to the 
Crescent team, who themselves had changed 
from running Suzuki to Yamaha machines. 
Hayden’s first appearance on the CBR1000RR at 
Motorland Aragon in November brought a flurry 
of media interest but by the next test in Jerez 
a few weeks later it had somewhat waned. This 
was in part due to the fact that, despite having 
the all-new 2016 Ninja ZX-10R, it was business 
as usual for the Kawasaki pairing of Sykes and 
Rea. 

Hayden himself lamented the fact that his lap 
times at the Jerez test would have been good 
enough for pole position during the previous 
months race weekend. However, the mean green 
machines had blitzed the Superbike records and 


gone almost a second quicker. The only rider 
capable of staying in the wake was Chaz Davies 
on the Ducati. 

Interestingly Davies appears to be a pre-season 
favourite for the Championship this year. A lot of 
the media and people in the paddock are looking 
at his end of 2015 season form and extrapolating 
that onto the 2016 calendar. 

Personally I can’t see past Kawasaki - and not 
because they are one of my clients - but it seems 
that the new 2016 model of the ZX-10R has 
moved the performance of the lOOOcc sport bike 
on a notch. Tom Sykes has most definitely found 
his mojo again and was posting blistering lap 
times at Jerez and Aragon in the last couple of 
weeks. 

Having said that we will find out all too soon 
where the betting money should be going with 
the first race in Phillip Island only a few weeks 
away. 

Off the track the biggest talking point is the 
change to the format of the race weekend. The 
Superbike series has always championed itself 
on having two races on a Sunday, offering great 
value for race fans. Since Dorna took over the 
reigns from the various iterations of Flammini 
Inc., they have been tinkering with the schedule. 
This year sees the most dramatic change with 
one race on a Saturday and one on a Sunday. 
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The fans will still get two races but spread over 
two days. It hasn’t been received very well. The 
general feeling is that many people will find it 
too expensive to attend both days and others will 
feel that having only one race on Sunday takes 
away that unique value for money that the series 
was so proud of. 

My own feeling is that the change has been 
made to try and gain more television coverage 
and in turn increase the revenue from the broad¬ 
cast and advertising rights. I recall that Bernie 
Ecclestone once said FI didn’t need fans to turn 
up as the organization generated more than 
enough income from commercial broadcast and 
image rights to sustain itself. For me that was 
never a part of the equation that made Super¬ 
bike so popular in the past but in this day and 
age a wider TV audience is maybe required to 
raise the general interest level once more. 


The final change that I want to mention is one 
that this old man has found a problem. The tech¬ 
nical regulations have been changed to allow an 
increase in noise limits of the Superbikes from 
105dB to 115dB. Not much but very noticeable, 
particularly to my ageing ears - I have passed 
my days of AC/DC 'turned up to 12’ - and that 
faint ringing of Christmas bells has certainly 
been drowned out. The bikes, however, sound 
great. Fingers crossed that the racing will provide 
an equally harsh assault on the senses and make 
it worthwhile for fans to turn up at the racetrack. 
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By Roland Brown, Photos by Milagro 


All sports bike riders worthy of their knee-sliders know that 
□ucatis are built in Bologna, not Brussels, and that one law 
governs development: each must be more powerful and 
lighter than the last. At least that's how it has seemed over 
the last two decades as the 916 flagship of the mid-Nine- 
ties has progressed via 999,1098 and 1199 to become the 
1299 Panigale. What next? The 959...Roland Brown reports 









For Ducati the same bull-headed story of evolu¬ 
tion has continued with the Italian firm’s mid¬ 
dleweight desmo, which has developed from 748 
through 749 and 848 to the 899 Panigale of two 
years ago. The 959 Panigale is the latest in the 
line, but this time it’s not so simple. Sure, its 
larger V-twin engine is more powerful, but even 
Ducati’s engineers couldn’t prevent the newcomer 
also being 7kg heavier. 


That’s due to Brussels, and this year’s Euro 4 
emissions legislation, which has forced Ducati to 
add noise-reducing features including a new twin- 
silencer exhaust in place of the 899’s minimalist 
system. That means the new mid-sized Panigale is 
a touch less sleek but the Eurocrats couldn’t ruin 
its looks, and nor could they prevent Ducati’s en¬ 
gineers from making it more powerful and faster 
than ever. 


The new Superquadro (or “Oversquare’’) eight- 
valve desmo engine gets its extra capacity - ac¬ 
tually 955cc - via a 3.6mm longer stroke of 
60.8mm in combination with unchanged bore 
of 100mm. Additional fuel injectors and larger- 
diameter exhausts also contribute to a substantial 
torque increase above 5000rpm. And its maxi¬ 
mum power output of 157bhp at 10,500rpm is a 
healthy 9bhp up on the 899’s figure. 
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"ON A RACETRACK THE 959 LACKS THE 
STOMACH-CHURNING MIDRANGE GRUNT AND 
MAJESTIC TOP-END CHARGE OF THE 1299 
PANIGALE BUT COMPENSATES BY BEING 
EASIER TO RIDE..." 









DUCATI 959 PAN I GALE 











TEST 

| The changes necessary for Euro 4 were just as 
important, because the Panigale couldn’t have 
been sold without them. Cylinder head and 
crankcase covers gain sound-deadening mate¬ 
rial, and the timing chain, gears and guides 
have been redesigned to reduce noise. Then 
there’s that new exhaust, which is not required 
in the US or Australian markets (which retain 
the 899 pipe). Despite it the Panigale remains 
stunningly good-looking, in original black- 
silencer form or when fitted with the titanium 
Akrapovic that is a street-legal accessory. 


Chassis changes are less extensive. The 959 
keeps its predecessor’s monocoque aluminium 
frame layout and blend of 43mm Showa Big 
Piston forks and Sachs shock, and gets a 4mm 
lower swing-arm pivot for improved traction. 
Ergonomic changes include adoption of the 
slightly wider, more protective fairing from the 
1299 Panigale, plus machined aluminium foot- 
pegs that give better grip. 



The 959’s electronics package is similar to that 
of the 899, which means eight-position trac¬ 
tion control, and three riding modes with ABS 
brake settings automatically adjusted to suit. 
One thing that didn’t change was the smaller 
Panigale model’s broad focus. The 959 follows 
the 899 in being created as the entry to Duca- 
ti’s super-sport family, and in being designed 
as much for the road as the racetrack. 

Its straight-line performance is much like that 
of the 899: smooth, strong and with an ap¬ 
pealing, almost relaxed V-twin character. That 
157bhp power figure is enough to send the 959 
hurtling towards a top speed of over 160mph, 
backed up by respectably broad spread of 
torque that will make for quick and easy pro¬ 
gress on the road. 


On a racetrack (like the Valencia MotoGP cir¬ 
cuit where the launch was held) the 959 lacks 
the stomach-churning midrange grunt and ma¬ 
jestic top-end charge of the 1299 Panigale, but 
compensates by being easier to ride. It ben¬ 
efits from the addition of an efficient slipper 
clutch, and follows the 899 in having a gearbox 
quick-shifter, although disappointingly this 
doesn’t incorporate the 1299’s blipper function 
to allow clutchless down-shifts. 

Handling combines stability with impressively 
agility, despite the extra weight. The Showa 
forks give a taut, efficiently damped ride in 
conjunction with the similarly multi-adjustable 
Sachs unit. Inherited components include the 
brakes, whose Brembo Monobloc front cali¬ 
pers give strong stopping power, backed up by 
an efficient ABS system, but can’t match the 
on-track bite of the 1299’s more exotic M50 
equivalents. 

Still, it’s hardly fair to expect this mid-sized 
Panigale to match all the open-class V-twin’s 
features, even though its price (over £13,000 
in the UK) is high for a so-called middleweight. 
And there’s plenty to admire about this more 
manageable Ducati. As with the 899, its quality 
of finish and detailing is outstanding. Its riding 
position is reasonably roomy; its 17-litre tank 
good for over 150 road miles; its service inter¬ 
vals an impressive 15,000 miles. 

The 959 Panigale’s weight gain means it isn’t 
quite the performance step forward that Ducati 
has generally delivered, but it’s still seriously 
fast and desirable. Its extra power, improved 
traction, added slipper clutch and sharper 
bodywork make it a worthy successor to the 
899, even if the requirements of Euro 4 mean 
that much of the engineers’ work goes unno¬ 
ticed. The 959 is seriously quick on track, for a 
broad range of riders, and it’s set to maintain 
its predecessor’s high standard by making an 
outstanding roadgoing superbike too. 




DUCATI 959 PANIGALE 
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